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INTRODUCTION

Epiphyte Spring integrates interactive soundscapes and lighting that immerse the audi-
ence in an intimate experience, drawing the artwork, space and individual together. Soft 
rolling waves of light controlled by arrays of microprocessors and proximity sensors are 
integrated within glasswork layers. Visually stunning qualities are overlaid through dense 
masses of glasswork vessels and lightweight component arrays. During the day, visitors 
interact with the sculpture, triggering waves of light and distributed sound. At night, the 
work becomes a dynamic beacon, illuminating the interior and walkway for the public.

Epiphyte Spring is installed in the Design Institute of Landscape and Architecture, China 
Academy of Art. The work is composed of transparent acrylic, flexible silicone and 
custom-fabricated aluminum hardware. The extremely lightweight, durable sculpture 
functions as a permanent, interactive installation within the architectural space.

2 Epiphyte Spring installation view. China 
Academy of Art, Hangzhou - China 2015.
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3 Epiphyte Spring installation view. China Academy of Art, Hangzhou - China 2015. 4 Epiphyte Spring installation view. China Academy of Art, Hangzhou - China 2015.

5 Epiphyte Spring installation view. China Academy of Art, Hangzhou - China 2015. 6 Epiphyte Spring installation view. China Academy of Art, Hangzhou - China 2015.
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9 Epiphyte Spring installation view. China 

Academy of Art, Hangzhou - China 2015.
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10 Epiphyte Spring installation view. China Academy of Art, Hangzhou - China 2015.



EPIPHYTE SPRING8 PHILIP BEESLEY ARCHITECT INC. / LIVING ARCHITECTURE SYSTEMS GROUP

REFERENCES

For Further Reading:

Armstrong, Rachel, and Philip Beesley. “Soil and Protoplasm: The 
Hylozoic Ground Project.” Architectural Design 81.2 (2011): 
78-89.

Armstrong, Rachel, and Neil Spiller. “Synthetic biology: Living quar-
ters.” Nature 467.7318 (2010): 916-918.

Beesley, Philip. “Dissipative Architectures: Workshop with CITA 
Studio, Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, School of 
Architecture.” Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts School of 
Architecture Nov (2015): 5-28. Print.

Beesley, Philip, Omar Khan, and Michael Stacey, eds. ACADIA 
2013 Adaptive Architecture: Proceedings of the 33rd Annual 
Conference of the Association for Computer Aided Design 
in Architecture. Toronto: Riverside Architectural Press, 2014. 
Print.

Beesley, Philip. “Quasiperiodic Near-Living Systems: Paradigms 
for Form-Language.” Alive: Advancements in Adaptive 
Architecture. Eds. Manual Kretzer and Ludger Hovestadt. Basel: 
Birkhäuser, 2014. 26-33.

Beesley, Philip. “Dissipative Prototyping Methods: A Manifesto.” 
Guest Ed. Rachel Armstrong. Journal of the British 
Interplanetary Society 67.7/8/9 (2014): 338-345. 

May, Tim. “Philip Beesley: Limits to Growth.” Holo 1: Emerging 
Trajectories in Art, Science and Technology. 2014.


