EPIPHYTE MEMBRANE

OPERNWERKSTATTEN Philip Beesley
BERLIN, GERMANY - 2014 Living Architecture Systems Group

I Epiphyte Membrane installation view.
Opernwerkstatten, Berlin, Germany - 2014.



First edition
Published by Philip Beesley
© Philip Beesley 2016

All rights reserved. No part of this catalogue may be reprinted or reproduced or utilized in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or

other means, now known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval system,

without permission in writing from the publisher.

Every reasonable attempt has been made to identify owners of copyright. Errors or omissions would be corrected in subsequent editions.

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication

Beesley, Philip, 1956-, artist, sculptor

Epiphyte membrane : photography playground, Berlin
, Germany - 2014 / Philip Beesley (Living Architecture Systems
Group).

Exhibition catalogue.
Includes bibliographical references.
Electronic monograph in PDF format.

ISBN 978-1-988366-00-5 (pdf)

I. Beesley, Philip, 1956- --Exhibitions. |. Title.
II. Title: Photography playground, Berlin, Germany - 2014.

NA749.B434A4 201 6ed 709.2 C2016-902865-8

Publication Design and Production Philip Beesley Architect Inc.

This publication is set in Gill Sans

DOI 1021312/ 978-1-988366-00-5

This publication is available for download at: http://www.philipbeesleyarchitect.com/sculptures/ |41 6_Berlin_Flaurafauna/Epiphyte-

Membrane-PDF-Article pdf

LIVING ARCHITECTURE SYSTEMS GROUP

WWW.LASG.CA - 02/18/2016



2 Epiphyte Membrane installation view. Opernwerkstatten,
Berlin, Germany - 2014.

INTRODUCTION

Epiphyte Membrane is a suspended canopy installed within the massive concrete spac-
es of the Opernwerstatten in Berlin, the former set design studios of the Deutsche
Staatsoper / German State Opera. The 28m x 4m installation forms part of the group
exhibition Photography Playground sponsored by Olympus and curated by Leigh
Sachwitz of FlauraFaunaVisions.

Two parallel membranes are positioned within the space. The lower membrane is com-
posed of interlinking thermoformed expanded meshwork acrylic spars and hexagonal
skeletons that carry densely massed glass vessels, arranged around a central grotto-like
area containing an interactive soundwork. Polymer fronds, barbed traps and spine ex-
tensions populate the membrane and create a thick, bristling, tapestry-like surface that
shelters occupants of the floor areas below. An upper membrane follows the lower
layer, containing lightweight veils of needle-like glass and miniature liquid-filled vessels
stretching through upper reaches of the space. Soft pillows are arranged within an inner
chamber, inviting onlookers to rest within the environment. Dramatic lighting within the
darkened space creates a shadow-play on adjacent walls and floor, extending the work
into the surrounding reaches of the Opernwerkstatten.

Sound designer Salvador Breed worked in collaboration with the Beesley studio to
create a synthetic forest of sound emanating from multiple miniature speakers embed-
ded within the sculptural membrane. Organic power cells using vinegar, copper and
aluminum provide weak currents that trigger an array of microprocessors, producing a
constantly-shifting field of machine-made whispering sound.
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