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INTRODUCTION

Protocell Field was installed for the Dutch Electronic Art Festival in Rotterdam in April of 
2012. The sculpture was arranged to form a chapel-like canopy within the vaulted main 
space of the 1915 ‘Hoofdpostkantoor’ (Head Post Office) on the Coolsingel, designed by 
architect G.C. Bremer.

New systems of responsive meshwork columns were introduced for this experimental 
installation. Vibrating clouds of fronds and lengths of pulsing LED lights were arranged in 
helical chains that spiraled up around each column. Thought-controlled electro-encepha-
lograph headsets were employed as controllers for these column systems. A performance 
event at the festival employed these new interfaces and explored gently shifting pulsing 
patterns of light and sound.

2 Protocell Field, installation view. Rotterdam, 
Netherlands - 2012.



PROTOCELL FIELD4 PHILIP BEESLEY ARCHITECT INC. / LIVING ARCHITECTURE SYSTEMS GROUP

ARTIST
Philip Beesley

PROJECT LEAD
Andrea Ling

COLLABORATORS
Mark-David Hosale
Alan Macy

CONSULTANTS
Dr. Luis Garcia Dominguez
Alexander Moakler
PBAI Studio Team
Sue Balint
Eric Bury
Martin Correa
Brandon DeHart
Pedro Garcia
Elena Moliotsias
Anne Paxton
Adam Schwartzentruber
Jonathan Tyrrell
Mingyi Zhou

PRODUCTION (NETHERLANDS)
Philippe Baylaucq
Zuzanna Biloveska
Susanne Eeg
Beatriz Gonzalez
Almud Krejza
Veronica Lombardi
Ieke Trinks
Patricia Rijgersberg

PRODUCTION (TORONTO)
Fysal Amirzada
Andrea Lau
Candice Chung
Ryan Ferko
Miho Inaba
Anjali Jaywar
Ian Lie
Jordan Livings
Tosin Sanni
Taiana Selbach
Tomasz Smereka
Patrick Svilans
Siubhan Taylor
Jenelle Thacker
Ying Yu

PERFORMERS (‘EVENING OF...’ NETHERLANDS)
Alice Bodanzky
Sang Lee
Robert Sternau
Marion Traenkle
Ieke Trinks

SPONSORS
Waterloo Architecture
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada
Canada Council For the Arts
Ontario Arts Council
Toronto Arts Council

EXHIBITION CREDITS



PROTOCELL FIELD5 PHILIP BEESLEY ARCHITECT INC. / LIVING ARCHITECTURE SYSTEMS GROUP

3 Protocell Field, installation view. Rotterdam, Netherlands - 2012.

4 Protocell Field, installation view. Rotterdam, Netherlands - 2012. 5 Protocell Field, installation view. Rotterdam, Netherlands - 2012.

6 Protocell Field, installation view. Rotterdam, Netherlands - 2012. 7 Protocell Field, installation view. Rotterdam, Netherlands - 2012.
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