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The Hylozoic Series expresses a vision for a new
generation of respensive spaces. Canadian artist and
architect Philip Beesley's immersive environments invite
viewers to raise fundamental questions about how
architecture might behave in the future. Might future
buildings begin to 'know' and 'care' about us? Might
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they start, in very primitive ways, to become alive?

Responding to the movement of visitors, ripples of
vibration, glowing light, and whispering sound move
throughout the immersive layers of these spaces. The
Hylozoic environments can sense and interact with
viewers, and contain chemical systems that act like a
primitive metabolism, processing and exchanging
material with the environment. Floating overhead,
hundreds of thousands of custom-made components
spread out info diffuse, translucent clouds. The structural
cores are delicate transparent meshworks of acrylic
and silicone, making vaulted canopies and groves of
basket-like columns. These are clothed with dense
clusters of feathered filter clusters and interconnected
chains of glass vesicles. A primitive chemical
metabolism is housed within the massed vessels.
'Protocells’ within this system show the early stages of
self-generating growth, exchanging chemicals that can
help to renew surrounding spaces. These projects are
guided by the work's ancient Greek namesake
'hylozoism', or the belief that all matter has life.
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